Itinerary- Old Paulines trip to Ypres, September 2025

The itinerary is fashioned primarily to tell the stories’ of OPs who fell in the Salient and will
be led by tour guide Graham Seel. Graham is the former Head of Faculty Humanities at St
Paul’s School and Author of Scholars and Soldiers: A history of alumni of St Paul’s School and
the 1st World War, which can be read here: Volume 1: service and commemoration and
Volume 2: The Ypres Salient and OPs. On Thursday 25 September the tour will focus on the
southern sectors of the Salient; Friday 26 September will focus on the northern sectors of
the Salient. The route provides a strong sense of the topography of the Salient, so important
in gaining an understanding of the rhythm of the war around Ypres.

'The detailed itinerary, contains the names of OPs associated with a particular location. The
biographies of these OPs — along with maps and photographs — can be found in Scholars and
Soldiers Vol 2.

Literature about the war in the Salient is substantial. The most famous contribution by an
OP to this particular canon of work has emanated from the pen of Robert Laurence Binyon's
(1881-1888) - For the Fallen. This has overshadowed the work of others, some of which can
be accessed below. In particular, a cover-to-cover read of Denis Oliver Barnett’s (1910-14)
Letters gives a fascinating insight into the experiences of a young officer and acts as an
excellent vade mecum for anyone visiting the Salient.

Denis Oliver 'Dobbins' Barnett (1910-14): In Happy Memory. His Letters from France and
Flanders October 1914 — August 1915

P B 'Tubby' Clayton (1897-1905), Tales of Talbot House

E A, Mackintosh (1909-12): A Highland Regiment

R E Vernede (1889-94): Letters to His Wife - and - War Poems and Other Verses

In 1919 Michelin produced an illustrated guide, Ypres and the Battles of Ypres, an
impressively short and accessible account.

An overview of the trip

Weds, 24 Sept
e 12.30 meet at St Paul’s
e 12.45 depart St Paul’s
e 13.00 pick-up Ron at Barnes Station
e 19.30 arrive Ypres
e Post-meal optional GES led visit to Menin Gate (32 OPs listed) and ramparts walk

Thurs, 25 Sept: SPS and the Southern Salient

o Depart at 9.15am. The group will travel with packed lunches and stop for refreshment en
route
Menin Road / Hellfire Corner (Nash)

e Hill 62 (Dobson)

e Sanctuary Wood (Mack Jost) and Sanctuary Wood Cemetery (Challoner)

e Hooge (‘t Hoge) (Bunnett, Maurice, Barnett, Goldsworth, Walsh, Goodale, Hall) and Hooge
Crater Cemetery (Dobson and Chown)


https://issuu.com/stpaulsschoollondon/docs/ges_schols_and_solds_oct_2022_vol_1
https://issuu.com/stpaulsschoollondon/docs/ges_schols_and_solds_11_oct_2022_vol_2
https://www.stpaulsschool.org.uk/about-st-pauls/history-archives/st-pauls-and-ww1/
https://www.stpaulsschool.org.uk/about-st-pauls/history-archives/st-pauls-and-ww1/
https://opclub.stpaulsschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Barnett-Letters-OP.pdf
https://opclub.stpaulsschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Barnett-Letters-OP.pdf
https://opclub.stpaulsschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Clayton.TalesOfTalbotHouse-OP-.pdf
https://opclub.stpaulsschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Mackintosh-Highland-Regiment-OP-.pdf
https://opclub.stpaulsschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Vernede-Letters-to-His-Wife-OP.pdf
https://opclub.stpaulsschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Vernede-Poems-OP.pdf
https://opclub.stpaulsschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Book-of-Ypres-and-the-Battles-of-Ypres-by-Michelin-.pdf

Maple Wood Cemetery (Dobson)

Hill 60 (Butcher, Child, Finch)

St Eloi (Sint-Elooi) (Boddy and James)

Wytschaete (Wijtschate) (Symons)

Spanbroekmolen (aka Pool of Peace) (Fraser, Johnson, Paull, Clayton)
Messines (Messines) (Lane, Long-Innes, Watson)

And, if time and inclination permit, some or all of:

Ploegsteert Memorial (7 OPs listed)

Wulverghem Lindenhoek Road Military Cemetery (Paull) on Wulvergem — Hooghof road
Kemmel Chateau Military Cemetery (Fraser and Fink) at Kemmel

La Laiterie Cemetery (Moses) on Kemmel — Vierstraat road
Voormezele

Lille Gate, Ypres

Friday, 26 September: SPS and the Northern Salient
Depart at 9.15am. The group will travel with packed lunches and stop for refreshment en route

Glencourse Wood / Nonneboschen / Gheluvelt Plateau (Chibnall, Crow, Royal-Dawson,
Hyman)

Polygon Wood (Chetham-Strode, White)

Zonnebeke

Tyne Cot Cemetery and Tyne Cot Memorial (Buckworth and 11 OPs listed on the Memorial)
Passchendale to Poelcapelle British Cemetery (Aldridge, Chambers, Riddle) via Goudberg
Copse (Riddle), Tournant Farm (Chambers) Bray Farm (Aldridge) / Banff House (Harding)
Poelcapelle British Cemetery (Aldridge, Chambers, Riddle, Ley)

Vancover Corner

A south — westerly orientated drive from St Julien (Sint-Juliaan) (Nash, Samuel, Bowman,
Sowinski, Reynolds) to Ypres along the front line prior to the Battle of Passchendaele, 1917
via: Bridge House Farm Cemetery (nr. Fortuinhoek) — Frezenberg (Buckworth) - Aeroplane
Cemetery — Necrople Nationale Francaise de Saint Charles de Potyze (French Cemetery) —
Railway Wood (Sifton) — Birr House Cemetery (Nash, Allard) — Menin Gate

19.30 - 20.15 hrs. Menin Gate. Last Post Ceremony and laying of wreath

Saturday, 27 September: SPS and behind the Lines
Depart at 8.45am

9.15 Dedication of memorial plaque ceremony at St George’s Church, Ypres
10.15 Visit to the grave of Barnett at Poperinghe

10.45 Visit to TOC H / Talbot House (Clayton) at Poperinghe

12.00 Depart for Calais

14.30 Channel crossing

16.00-16.30 arrive back at St Paul’s



